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Applause for the Paws 

DECEMBER 2013 

April 2004 
Yeah!  We’re a 501c3  

non-profit! 

June 2004 
Let’s have a fundraiser.  

How about a garage sale? 

Take six passionate motivated animal lovers with a dream and clipboards and what 
do you get?  Why Salem Friends of Felines, of course.  Over the past ten years, we 
have accomplished much while keeping our vision alive and at the center of our 
pursuits.  That vision was a better community for cats and we proudly celebrate 
our milestones  in this edition. 

 
Now let’s take a few moments for applause for the paws: 

These are just some of the highlights, but SFOF has been very busy in the past 
decade what with vaccine clinics, pet photos with Santa, Kitty Karnivals, National 
Spay Day Events, Cans for Cats Recycling Program, Holiday Markets, annual  
fundraisers, and above and beyond…saving neglected and homeless cats.   

 
Thank you to all the kitty cuddlers, kennel cleaners, sorters, money managers, 
recyclers, grant writers, event planners, trainers, outreach workers, fosters, story 
writers, trappers, transporters, shoppers, legal advisors, fixers of broken things, 
and, of course, our dedicated staff and veterinary community. 

June 2004 
What?  Petsmart adoption outlet is  

vacant?  You bet we can put cats there. 

July 3, 2004 
Our first adoption and 
a 13 year old to boot. 

Summer 2004 
You can now spay and neuter 

your cats with help from our new 
Voucher Program.  

Thanks, community vets! 

March 2006 
Let’s go shopping at SFOF’s new 

thrift store/adoption center. 

Fall 2006 
1000 cats adopted already?  

Awesome! August 2010 
Wow….we can get employees from 
organizations in our community.   

What a great win/win. 

July 2011 
Petsmart Charities rocks 
with their support for our 

Trap, Neuter, Release 
Program. 

October 2011 
5000th … REALLY? 
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R E A D Y,  S E T,  S C R A M B L E  

Non-profit status….check 
Adoption volunteers….check 
Adoption paper work....check 
Adoption location…..check 
Adoptable cats….ch……………. 
 
OK, so we were not quite 
ready for our first outing as a 
new rescue organization.  But 
never underestimate the will 
of motivated and committed 
cat people. 
 
A phone call to our rescue 
friends in Sherwood, Cat 
Adoption Team, and we were 
soon set up with “borrowed” 
cats to adopt at our new 
Petsmart adoption outlet. 

 
Now you might envision an 
irresistible little orange 
kitten or cute little tabby 
going to its forever home as 
Salem Friends of Felines’ first 
adoption.  Think again.  The 
first cat adopted through 
SFOF would now be 23 years 
old!  Yes, Woods was a senior 
cat probably overlooked at 
the other rescue and needing 
a fresh start.  That’s the 
beauty of transferring cats 
between rescues….there is 
always the right home waiting 
somewhere. 

 
So where is SFOF with 
adoptions today?  As this article 
is written, Annie is being 
adopted as #7543.   
 
Like many SFOF adoptees, 
Annie had a rough start but 

that life was 
forever to be changed by a 
caring person who could not 
look the other way.  That day, 
the volunteer saw a litter box 
taped shut and callously tossed 
in the back of a pickup truck.  
Upon further investigation, she 
found a tabby cat inside the 
soiled litter pan.   
 
As we so often see, this little 
creature had not yet given up 
on people.  She allowed the 
kind soul to bring her to Salem 
Friends to meet her perfect 
match.  It turns out that 

Annie’s new family includes 
three teenage boys who will 
shower her with the 
affection she so deserves. 

This year SFOF would like to 
invite you and  your family to 
come and visit the thrift shop 
on December 14th, from 9 am 
to 6 pm. 
 

Santa and his merry little 
band of kitties will be there 
for you to visit, with and the 
kitties are hoping that you 
will choose to give one or 
more of them a loving home 
for the holidays. 
 

Come get your picture with 
Santa, or if you are camera 
shy, then bring the kids, furry 
or non-furry, to get their pho-
to taken!  You can take your 
own photos or from 9 to 3 
there will be a photographer 

H O L I D AY  O P E N  H O U S E  &  V A C C I N E  C L I N I C  

there to take it for you. 
 

Our thrift shop will also have 
a special kitty giving tree.  
Come place a gift for the kit-
ties any day of the week up 
until  
Christmas Eve. 
 

From 10 am to Noon, 
Willamette Valley Animal  
Hospital will be hosting our 
last Low Cost Vaccine Clinic 
of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      [ WOODS] 

[ ANNIE] 
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V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T  
~ J U T T A  H O W A R D  

SFOF couldn’t exist without 
its volunteers. Their duties 
vary from the more publically 
visible adoption counselors to 
those who work behind the 
scenes keeping the adoption 
center clean and cozy for the 
cats.  
 

Jutta Howard belongs to this 
latter group; she's been 
coming in weekly for about 2 
½ years to help clean.  
Occasionally she'll help feed 
and water the kitties too.  
While this may not be the 
most prestigious volunteer 
position, it is one of the most 
vital to the cats' welfare. 
 

Jutta hadn't been 
volunteering for very long 
when a scared, anxious little 
cat named Blinken was 
returned to the center, after 
being adopted with her 
brother by a family with 

young children.  Blinken was too 
afraid and withdrawn to do well 
in a home with boisterous 
youngsters, so Jutta was asked if 
she'd be interested in fostering 
her, to give her more room and a 
calmer atmosphere.  Jutta took 
Blinken home, and it was 
decided that they wouldn't just 
foster, but would adopt her on 
the spot.  Gradually Blinken has 
come out of her shell, and 
although still a little skittish, 
she's much more relaxed and 
happier these days. 
 

Jutta says her favorite thing 
about volunteering with SFOF is 
getting to visit with all the 
kitties at the adoption center.  
"They're kind of like grandkids," 
she says; "I can play with them 
and spoil them, but I don't have 
to take care of them all the 
time."   According to Executive 
Director, Jeanie Sloan, Jutta is a 

It all started with the 
unglamorous issue of litter box 
problems.  Monique had 
adopted a cat from SFOF, and 
he was having trouble 
adjusting to a housetraining 
routine.  Luckily, she called 
SFOF for advice, and one of 
our experienced volunteers 
recommended some 
techniques that eventually 
helped Monique keep her new 
companion.  Impressed, she 
began to consider volunteering 
at SFOF herself and soon 
started helping out with 
incoming kitty exams, which 
she continues to enjoy, 
however, observing how the 
organization gets inundated 
with incoming kittens, she was 
prompted to take the extra 
step of fostering in order to 
make more room at the 
adoption center. 
 

While juggling school, 
volunteering, getting married, 
caring for three pet cats of her 
own, and the rest of her busy 
life, Monique has already 

fostered about 14 SFOF cats in 
the year since she started with 
the program.  Six of these were 
feral kittens that she was able to 
socialize enough to be placed for 
adoption.   
 

She says she enjoys fostering 
because, "I can't adopt every 
kitten in the world, but I still 
get to have them around to play 
with, and it helps SFOF take in 
more cats."    
 

Her favorite success story so far 
is a very weak kitten named 
Magic, whose other siblings had 
all died and who was placed with 
Monique at just four weeks old.  
He had to be bottle fed at first 
but eventually grew healthy 
enough to be adopted by her 
friend.   This cat now weighs 
around 14 pounds, and Monique 
still enjoys getting photos and 
updates on his progress.   
 

This is the kind of reward 
regularly experienced by SFOF 
foster caregivers, so if it sounds 
appealing, please apply for the 
foster program today!  

[ BLINKEN] 

F O S T E R  S P O T L I G H T  
~ M O N I Q U E  G A L L A H E R   

[ MONIQUE] 

perfect example of how SFOF 
"is a bunch of people helping 
out in many small ways that 
makes it greater than the sum 
of its parts." 

 

 



K I T T Y  C I T Y  

Every indoor cat seems to long 
for sunny summer days outside, 
but the dangers for outdoor cats 
are very real.   If they are lucky 
enough to avoid traffic, 
predators, or disease, they may 
not escape the occasional 
disgruntled neighbor who is not 
fond of cats.  
Last summer I hired a 
contractor to create my perfect 
cat paradise.  He worked with 
me to design a large outdoor 
space right outside my dining 
room window carefully creating 
a layout that would not obstruct 
my view of the garden, while 
utilizing an existing pergola.  He 
also added a second outdoor 
area with shelves and a tunnel 
connecting both spaces.  He 
built shelves at various heights 
and even added a beautiful 
vintage glass door to keep the 
cozy, cottage feel of my 
garden. To keep everyone safe, 
he completely wired the entire 
area top to bottom with 
galvanized steel wire.   The 
larger space is open enough for 
a cat tree, a bench for laying, a 
chair to sleep on and industrial 
strength rubber mats in case 
someone has a fall from up 
high.  He even designed a small 
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Sparky  -  Rising from the Ashes! 

Sparky, an adorable grey and 
white cat, is one of our tiniest 
surviving strays.  
 

He arrived at the center only 
one or two days old, weighing 
2.24 ounces!   
 

In June, a crew tearing down an 

abandoned burned building 
found three young cats, 
about two or three months 
old.  Then they heard a faint 
mewing.  After searching and 
searching, a Good Samaritan 
found a tiny kitten, all alone 
with his eyes still closed and 
brought him to SFOF.   
 

Thanks to the tender care of 
his foster and an unbeatable 
will to live, Sparky survived 
despite the odds.   
 

Now renamed Thumper, he’s 
been adopted by a wonderful 
couple.  He spends his days 
cuddling with Matt and Kellie 
and playing with Lily his 
other “cat” sister. 
 

Ah, the good life!   

door with vintage knob so I 
could slide it across to keep the 
cats in one side while I cleaned 
the other.   
It was the best investment in 
my cat family I have ever 
made.  My indoor ferals are 
now especially happy, and all 
are welcome to come in and 
out of the house as they please.   
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 Kitten Milk Replacement (KMR) 

 Royal Canin Baby Cat kitten food 

 Friskies canned food (pate only) 

 Scooping litter 

 Baby wipes 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Paper towels 

 Bleach (unscented) 

 Laundry soap (High efficiency “He” only) 

 Printer paper 

 Cat beds 

 Small throw rugs 

 Baby receiving blankets 

W I S H  L I S T  

O U R  M I S S I O N   

To help as many homeless cats and kittens as we can by placing them in loving permanent homes; to reduce feline 

over-population through education and our spay/neuter assistance program; and to bring more public awareness to 

the plight of homeless and unwanted cats. 

OUTREACHES — Adoptable Kitties 

1st Saturday of the month 

 1-4, PetSmart, Lancaster St. 

2nd Saturday of the month 

 1-4, Petco, Keizer Station 

3rd Saturday of the month 

 1-4, PetSmart, Lancaster St. 

 

 

M E W S L E T T E R  C O M M I T T E E  

RECYLABLES DRIVE 

2nd Sunday of the month 

 12-3, Salem Off-Road 

Center, 2953 Silverton 

Rd. NE 

2013 Adoptions —  947 

2013 Intakes — 1,181 

Cats Currently in Care — 281 

Spay & Neuter Certificates Redeemed in 2013  

— 550 

 

Numbers reported as of 11/3/2013 

S TAT I S T I C S  

 Sue Bianco 

 Susan Browning 

 Heather Clark 

 Loretta Huston 

 Melinda Rossow 

Don’t forget we have 
adoptable kitties at the 

PetSmart on Lancaster and 
also at South Salem Pet 

Supply. 

December 14—Holiday Open House 

 9-6, SFOF Thrift Store 
 

Come see Santa & the Kitties!   

Bring presents for the giving tree. 

Low Cost Vaccine Clinic 10-12 



In SFOF's 10th Life Program, 
your donations help fund the 
considerable costs of medicines, 
veterinary services, prescription 
foods and other equipment that 
these cats require.   
Although SFOF applies all 
donations wherever they are 
most needed and effective, if 
you would like to make a 
contribution directly to the 10th 
Life Program, you may specify 
this on the memo line of your 
check, or in Paypal's "add 
special instructions to recipient" 
box.   The 10th Life Program 
kitties and foster caretakers 
will be so very grateful! 
The 2013 Paws and Purrsonality, 
SFOF’s annual fundraiser, was a 
great success in a number of 
ways.  
 
The theme this year was 
MardiPaws, and for the first 
time, the event was SOLD OUT! 
 
The evening festivities were 
held in the Cat Cavern at 
Willamette University featuring 
a pasta dinner, silent auction, 
oral auction, video 
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PAWS AND PURRSONALITY FUNDRAISER — A SUCCESS STORY! 

Everyone loves to hear about 
our many kitties who find their 
forever homes, but did you 
know that SFOF provides a 
program to help cats who may 
not be suitable for standard 
adoption?  One of these is our 
10th Life Program for cats in 
need of long-term medical care 
or extensive behavioral 
support. 
 

Every "no-kill" animal rescue 
group has its share of critters 
with conditions that decrease 
their chances for adoption but 
who can still enjoy a good 
quality of life with special 
care.  At SFOF, this care is 
usually provided by very 
dedicated foster volunteers 
with the exceptional 
combination of skills to 
administer medicines or deal 
with behavioral issues and the 
understanding that the cat may 
need to stay in the foster home 
for the rest of its life.  
  

A recent beneficiary of the 10th 
Life Program is Kiwi, a kitten 
with Manx syndrome who needs 
assistance with her bowel and 
bladder functions due to 

incurable neurological 
deficiencies.  Kiwi has required 
medications for an infection 
and minor surgery for a skin 
lesion related to her symptoms.    
 

One of the first SFOF cats for 
which the 10th Life Program 
was founded is Flurry; she has a 
food hypersensitivity that 
causes uncomfortable skin 

allergies if she eats standard 
cat food.  An expensive special 
diet has maintained her good 
health for four years and will 
be required for the rest of her 
life. 
 

The 10th Life Program: Giving Another Chance to Special Needs Cats 

presentation, and a variety of 
other fun activities.  
 

One segment that has become a 
tradition of our annual 
fundraising events is known as 
Pay it Forward. This fundraising 
effort is for another non-profit 
that we want to support in our 
community. This year’s recipient 
was Family Building Blocks for 

whom we raised over one 
thousand dollars.  

Total event proceeds this 
year came in at just under 
$24,000, topping last year.  
 

The P&P committee has 
already begun work on 
planning next year’s event 
which we hope will be even 
bigger, with more fun for 
the attendees as you help us 
celebrate 10 years of 
helping kitties. 

                           [KIWI ] 
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It’s not often that a cute 
little gray and white tuxedo 
kitten ends up spending 7 
months at SFOF looking for 
her forever home.  But that 
was the problem….Jillian 
wasn’t really looking too 
hard.  It turns out that she 
was content to stay in the 
background of adoption 
room activities.  While 
others leaped onto laps and 
gave head butts, she looked 
on with suspicion. 
Well, this month one of our 
previous adopters came 
looking for a less social cat 

who would be content being 
a tack room/outdoor 
resident.  This country 

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W  
~ J I L L I A N  

J U S T  A  F E W  W H O  H A V E  F O U N D  F O R E V E R  H O M E S  

[MEISHA] 

M A N Y  S F O F  C AT S  A R E  S T I L L  W A I T I N G . . .  

[ BABY ] 
[ CASSY ] 

[ OTIS ] [ TRAVIS ] 

[ MELANIE ] 

setting seemed just perfect for 
Jillian, and off she went with a 
buddy, Jemma, who also had a 
taste for the path less taken. 

[ BACCARDI ] 

[ JILLIAN ] 
[ JEMMA ] 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT SFOF? 
 

Visit our website sfof.org or come see us on FACEBOOK 

...but for that one cat, the whole 
world will change. 

Rescuing one cat may not change the 
world... 


